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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 
Clause 17(2) of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979 (the Act) 
 

CSM: 2337312   Officer: B. Badyari        Date: 9 July 2020 
 
Premises: 246-250 Cleveland Street Surry Hills 

 
Executive Summary:  
 
Council received correspondence dated 29 June 2020 from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue 
NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The premises consists of a five (5) storey building used as a residential boarding house (Class 3).  

A Council Officer carried out inspections which revealed that the building has Automatic fire detection 
and alarm system which is not connected to a required monitoring system as well as some 
maintenance issues. 
 
Records indicate the building was completed in 2019 andthe fire safety schedule contains 14 fire 
safety measures. The final occupation certificate along with final fire safety certificate was issued by 
a private certifier. 
 
Observation of the external features of the building did not identify metal composite cladding. 
 
 

Chronology:  

Date Event 

29/06/2020 FRNSW correspondence received regarding premises 246-250 Cleveland Street Surry Hills 

3/07/2020 An initial desktop review revealed that it has a fire safety schedule and is required to submit 
annual fire safety statements to Council and FRNSW. The building’s annual fire safety 
statement expired on 24 June 2020. 

7/07/2020 Council officers inspected the premises on 7 July 2020 and noted: 
- hydrant booster requires maintenance to comply with the performance standards within 
the fire safety schedule. 
- one exit sign not working, hydrant booster signage/locks/003 key required for access, 
suitable signage required for extinguishers, the fire indicator panel to be clear of a fault. 
-automatic fire detection and alarm system not connected to monitoring company. 
All other existing fire safety measures generally adequately maintained. 

 
FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 

 
References: [BFS20/23 (10081) (D20/48719); 2020/]   
 
Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 7 May 2020 in 
accordance with Section 9.16 and section 9.32(1)(b) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment  
Act 1979 (the Act).  
 
Issues  
 
The report from FRNSW detailed a number of issues, in particular noting;  
 

1. A Fire Hose Reel is located within the fire-isolated exit/passageway on the ground floor level, 
contrary to the requirements of clause 10.1 of AS2441-2005 and Automatic fire detection and 
alarm system not connected to monitoring company, there were other maintenance issues 
noted with fire safety measures within the building.  
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FRNSW Recommendations  
 
FRNSW have recommended that Council, being the appropriate regulatory authority, seek to 
address any deficiencies associated with the issues identified above.  
 
 

COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Issue 
Order(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance letter 
of instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue with 

compliance actions 

under the current 

Council Order 

 

Council to inform the private certifying 
authority and give them opportunity to 
rectify the issue, if not rectified within 
30 days Council to issue Order (NOI) 

 
As a result of the inspection and assessment of the issues undertaken by Council’s officer it is 
recommended that the Private Certifier be issued with written instructions to rectify and certify certain 
identified fire safety deficiencies noted by FRNSW.  
 
The above written instructions will direct the Private Certifier giving 30 days to rectify the issues 
raised by FRNSW. 
 
A follow-up inspection will be undertaken by a Council fire safety officer to ensure all identified fire 
safety matters are suitably addressed and compliance with the terms of Council’s correspondence 
and the recommendations of FRNSW. 
 
It is recommended that Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order at this time. That 

the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 

 
Referenced documents: 

No# Document type Trim reference 

A1. Fire and Rescue NSW report  

 
 
Trim Reference: 2020                                         CSM reference No#: 2337312 
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